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SUBJECT: Past Media Aspects of Valley of the Drums 
The Valley of the Drums, and Valley of the Drums related issues, 

has generaged more than 150 news stories in Kentucky's major urban 
newspapers over the past year, and at least that many more in the 
rest of the state's newspapers. It has also been the subject of 
countless radio and television news stories, as well as a few in-
depth reports by television stations (ie. a special program WLKY-32 
in Louisville did on the Valley earlier this year.) 

The Valley generated at least 15 editorials in Kentucky's majdr.'::_':i__.\:-
urban daily newspapers and at least that many letters to the editor. 
(The major urban daily newspapers used in this analysis were the 
Louisville Courier-Journal, the Louisville Times, the Lexington Herald 
and the Kentucky Post.) 

A Courier-Journal story in February said that part of the state's 
problem in its failure to act on the Valley was that the state has 
no legal disposal sites for hazardous wastes. 

A follow-up editorial in the Courier-Journal was not quite so 
kind to the department, saying, in part: ". . .even the most hardened 
taxpayer probably didn't expect the spectacular negligence and 
incompetence unearthed this week Inspectors and others fre
quently and forcefully implored higher ranking officials in the 
Department for Natural Resources and Environmental Protection to act 
against the illegal dump ..." ^ 

A Courier-Journal story in March quoted an EPA official as saying 1 
that Kentucky could have done more and can do more to control the y 
Valley of the Drums and other chemical waste dumps. Governor Carroll ^Bg 
countered the EPA official, saying Kentucky could not adequately act ^ B " ^ 
because of a lack of EPA regulations. ^ B 

Three big stories on the Valley broke during April. First, the 
Courier Journal had a yery in-depth story on the chemicals at the site, 
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which also included an elatorate chart. The news story said the list 
of chemicals at the Valley of the Drums may be even more extensive 
than the department has admitted. 

A series of stories broke in the Courier-Journal in April naming 
William Fluhr as being a man the state was negotiating with for an 
incinerator at the Valley. After the story appeared, they ran another 
story a day or two later raising the objections of Bullitt County 
officials to the incinerator because of the dangers if an incinerator 
malfunctioned. Another story quoted Fluhr as saying, "You (The 
Courier-Journal) just virtually destroyed our chances of going into 
Bullitt County." 

The third major story that appeared in April was written by UPI 
and appeared in the Kentucky Post. It gave the history of the depart
ment's efforts to have a hearing and seek legal remedy from Mr. Taylor 
dumping some of the contents of his barrels into the creek. The 
story said that 11 months after the state discovered Mr. Taylor 
dumping into the creek, we began proceedings against him. In the 
meantime, Mr. Taylor died leaving the state with no legal remedy. 

In May, the stories were mainly about the proposal to construct 
an incinerator at the Valley, and the objections of the Bullitt 
County officials and residents. 

Things have been slow in the press since then, however. 

As far as this department's press efforts dealing with the Valley 
of the Drums, they have basically been reactionary; reacting to what 
appeared in the Courier-Journal. The few times the department took 
the initiative on this issue concerned Secretary Mooney's decision 
to .construct an incinerator at the site. Other than that, this 
department's efforts have been basically reactionary, and rather 
ineffective. 
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